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Clinical definition 

Aphasia: Acquired loss or impairment of the language system following brain damage 
and excludes other communication dificulties attributed to sensory loss, confusion, 
dementia or speech difficulties due to muscular weakness or dysfunction such as 
dysarthria 



2 

Jørgen Feldbæk Nielsen 


A A R H U S   U N I V E R S I T E T 


Regionshospitalet Hammel Neurocenter


Jørgen Feldbæk Nielsen 


A A R H U S   U N I V E R S I T E T 


Regionshospitalet Hammel Neurocenter




3 

Jørgen Feldbæk Nielsen 


A A R H U S   U N I V E R S I T E T 


Regionshospitalet Hammel Neurocenter


Jørgen Feldbæk Nielsen 


A A R H U S   U N I V E R S I T E T 


Regionshospitalet Hammel Neurocenter




4 

Jørgen Feldbæk Nielsen 


A A R H U S   U N I V E R S I T E T 


Regionshospitalet Hammel Neurocenter


Jørgen Feldbæk Nielsen 


A A R H U S   U N I V E R S I T E T 


Regionshospitalet Hammel Neurocenter




5 

Jørgen Feldbæk Nielsen 


A A R H U S   U N I V E R S I T E T 


Regionshospitalet Hammel Neurocenter


Jørgen Feldbæk Nielsen 


A A R H U S   U N I V E R S I T E T 


Regionshospitalet Hammel Neurocenter


Treatment 

Same amount of training (30 to 35 hours). Group training playing ”fisk” 

(1) Massed-practice language exercises 10 days of therapy for at least 3 hours/day 

(2) Conventional therapy given over 4 weeks 
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Western Aphasia Battery 

Verbal fluency 
Language information content 
Comprehension 
Repetition 
Naming 
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Treatment 
Targeted improvement in understanding and expression both of spoken and written 
language 
- picture/object selection 
- naming objects 
- describing and recognizing association between items 
- facilitating the expression of feelings and opinions 

Routine therapy for aphasia (0.6 hours/week) 

Standard therapy (1.6 hours/week) 

Intensive therapy (4.3 hours/week) 
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SLT versus no SLT 

SLT versus social support or stimulation 

one SLT intervention versus another SLT intervention 
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SLT versus no SLT 
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SLT versus social support or stimulation 
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one SLT intervention versus another SLT 
intervention 
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Summary of the evidence 

Total of 1840 patients  

No significant differences between patients received SLT with those who did not but  
there was some indication of a consistency in the direction of the results which favoured 
SLT. 

To few data to conclude if social support and stimulation is better compared to SLT 

Intensive SLT was better compared to conventional SLT in patients written language 
skills with some indications of improvements in their receptive language and severity 
of impairment measures. 


